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GENERAL  CHARACTERISTICS  OP  THE  POPULATION: 


A.  Total  Population: 

1.  Number  of  Persons  Livina  in 


Area: 


Within  more  restricted  "pov- 
erty area"  in  South  Boston 
an  estimated  15,000  persons 
live,  9203  in  public  housing. 


2.  Number  of  Families 


1+2  o  600 


(1961+  Estimate) 


10,332 

( 196/4.  Estimate  F 


vJithin  more  restricted 
"poverty  area"  an  esti- 
mated 1+292  families  live, 
2861  in  public  housing. 

3.  Number  of  Families  in  Public 
Housing: 

1+.  Number  of  Unrelated  Individuals 


2,861 


3,106 


( includes  those  in 
institutions ) 


Other  Comments 


The  boundaries  of  the  South 
Boston  target  area,  as  de- 
fined by  the  boundaries  of  the 
South  Boston  GNRP,  include  a 
wider  area  than  that  character- 
ized by  poverty.   The  moro  re- 
stricted "poverty  area"  in 
South  Boston  was  described  in 
last  year's  proposal  as  "a 
rough  triangle  encompassing 
South  Boston's  throe  major 
public  housing  projects."   In 
the  program  description  the 
"poverty  area"  was  furthor  said 
to  include  the  "non-public 
housing  populations  that  abut 
on  and  lie  between"  the  housing 
projects . 
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The  three  public  housing 
projects  mentioned  in  last 
year's  proposal  are:   Mary 
Ellen  McGormack  (1016  families, 
3357  persons),  Old  Colony  (873 
families,  2500  persons)  and 
West  Broadway  (972  families, 
334&  persons.)   Mary  Ellen  Mc- 
Cormack  and  Old  Colony  are  fed- 
erally-aided projects,  while 
West  Broadway  is  state-aided. 

In  addition,  South  Boston  is 
the  location  for  a  fourth 
public  housing  project,  not 
specifically  mentioned  in  last 
year's  proposal.   This  is  the 
William  J.  Foley  development 
for  the  aged,  consisting  of 
96  dwelling  units  housing  109 
persons. 


B.  Income: 


1.    Median  Family  Income: 


^5,300 

(i960  Est imato . 
Total  Area) 


2.  Number  of  Families  with  Incomes 
Under  $3,000; 


1,973 


(1961+  Estimate) 


Percent  of  Total : 

19. 1%   of  total  families. 
Other  Comments : 


Incomes  in  the  "poverty  area: 
including  the  public  housing 
projects  arc  considerably  lower 
than  in  South  Boston  as  a  whole. 
821  (or  \\hm\$   of  tho  1769  fam- 
ilies in  tho  Mary  Ellen  McCormack 
and  the  Old  Colony  projects  have 
incomes  at  present  of  under  ip3s000. 
Figures  not  availablo  for  other 
projects.   Assuming  the  same 
percentage  of  families  in  the 
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West  Broadway  project  fall  into 
this  income  category,  about  I4.51 
families  in  this  development  have 
incomes  under  $3,000.   In  the  three 
family  housing  complexes  in  South 
Boston,  then,  a  total  of  1272  fam- 
ilies with  incomes  under  $3,000 
may  be  assumed  to  live.   These 
public  housing  families  represent 
6l\..S'/o   of  all  low  income  families 
in  South  Boston. 

C .  Ago  Composition; 

(all  figures  refer  to  whole  South  Boston 
Area) 


Number  of  Pro-school  Children 
(0-5  YcarsTT 


5,811]. 


(I960  Census) 


Percent  of  Total  Population: 


13.1/q 

("I960  Census) 


2 .  'Number  of  School-age  Children 

P6-15  Years  )~; 

3.  Number  of  In- School  Youths 

(16-21  Years): 


7,978 


No  Estimate  Available 


Total  number  of  persons  in 
this  age  category  equals 
3691,8.1/q  of  total  pop- 
ulati on. 


Ij..  Number  of  Out- of- School  Youths 
(16-21  Years) : 


No  Estimate  Available 


Cultural  factors  in  South 
Boston,  noted  in  last  year's 
proposal,  tend  to  stroll  the 
proportion  of  youths  16-21 
who  work  rather  than  attend 
school.   Bocause  of  ''solid 
family  traditions"  and  re- 
luctanco  to  accept  welfare 
payments,  a  large  percentage 
of  South  Boston  youth  leave 
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school  to  sock  employment 
at  age  16. 

5.  Number  of  Adults  (22-6ij.  Years) 

6.  Number  of  Elderly  (65  Years 

and  Over) ; 

Percent  of  Total  Population: 


19 , 066 


7.935 


17.8% 


D .  Sex  Composition : 

Number  of  males 
approximately  e 
number  of  males 
than  number  of 
ages  20  and  30,° 
exceeds  number 
ago  30  and  this 
creases  in  oldc 


and  females 
qual  to  age  20; 

slightly  larger 
females  between 

number  of  females 
of  males  above 

difference  in- 
r  age  categories. 


Racial  Composition: 


1 .  Numb  or  of  Whi t  e  s : 


Percent  of  Total  Population  1 
2.  Number  of  Negroes: 


Area  coordinator  states 
Negro  population  is  10%  of 
total 5  which  would  give 
about  ij.,3^2  Negroes  in 
total  area.   According  to 
1966  Housing  Authority  fig- 
ures ,  Negroes  number  280 
in  the  four  housing  projects, 
about  y/o   of  residonts  in 
these  projovts. 

Area  coordinator  states  that 
whites  form  about  90%  of  total 
South  3oston  populations  which 
would  give  about  39j>i4-9i|.  whites 
in  total  area. 


lj-3,822 

(I960  Census) 

100%  in  I960 

none 

(i960  Census) 
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3.  Numb or  of  Puerto  Rioans:  none 


Housing  Authority  lists 
6I4.  other  non-whitos  living 
in  3  housing  projects  in 
I960,   This  represents 
.06^  of  public  housing 
population. 


[)..  Number  of  Non-whitos:  none 


(I960  Census) 
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CI.   NEEDS  OP  THE  POPULATION: 


A .  C  ommun  i  t  y  0  r  g  an  i  z  a  t  i  o  n : 


Area  coordinator  indicates  that  there  is  no 
further  unmet  need  for  community  organization 
in  South  Boston.   He  states  that  the  existing 
community  organization  aspects  of  the  South 
Boston  program  have  been  effective  and' that 
"a  fine  rapport  exists  with  all  organization^, 


B •  Child  Development : 

1 •  Number  of  Pro -School  Children  in  Low- Income  Families 

1,110 


Area  coordinator  was  not  able  to 
provide  his  own  estimate  of  the 
number  of  pro-school  children  in 
low-income  families.   Ho  states, 
however,  that  their  number  is  large 
and  that  the  two  existing  day  care 
centers  in  South  Boston  arc  inade- 
quate.  He  cites  as  an  indication 
of  unmet  needs  the  fact  that  enroll- 
ment in  last  summer's  Head  Start  Pro- 
gram was  very  rapid  (classes  were 
filled  within  one   week)  and  the  fact 
that  mothers  employed  in  APAC  pro- 
grams have  voiced  this  need. 


C .  Education  --  School -ago  Children : 

1 .  Number  of  Children  Needing 
Supplemental  Tutoring,  Other 
Educational  Aids: 


No  Estimate  Available 


2.  Number  of  Children  Below 
ffAty-.^ido  Grade  Achic'vement 
Levels: 


do   Estimate  Available 
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Eighth  grade  children  in  South 
Boston's  Gavin  School  scored  a 
grade  average  of  7»1  on   the 
Iowa  Silent  Reading  Test  in 
1962-63 5  as  compared  to  the 
grade  average  of  7«5  for  the 
city  of  Boston  as  a  whole. 

Area  coordinator  offers  addition- 
al information  that  in  high  school 
reading  levels,  for  which  the  aver- 
age score  is  50?  South  Boston  High 
School  students  score  an  average 
of  19. 


3 •  Current  Drop -Out  Rates : 

In  1962-63,  a  total  of  183 
South  Boston  students  dropped 
out  of  public  school. 


No  Estimate  Available 


In  area  coordinator's  opinion. 
South  Boston  needs  a  supplemental 
tutoring  program. 

Education  --  Adults: 


1 .  Number  of  Adults  Hooding  Supplemental 
Education: 


2.  Number  of  Adults  Who  Have  Hot 


C omp lctod  High  School 


3 .  Number  of  Functional  Illitc rates : 


No  Estimate 

Available 

L 

570 

He 

(1960) 

>  Estimate 

Available 

Among  South  Boston  residents 
25  years  of  ago  and  over  in  I960, 
1|771  had  completed  less  than  8 
years  of  school.   These  persons 
represented  2L\..y/o   of  the  popula- 
tion in  this  ago  category. 
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hr.    Number  of  Persons  with  Language 
Difficulties: 


No  Estimate  Available 
But  Number  Assumed 
Low 


Area  coordinator  feels  there 
is  a  need  to  "supplement  the 
present  education  process.1' 
Additionally,  he  expresses  the 
need  for  a  ''continuous  education- 
cultural  center"  to  encourage 
South  Boston  residents  to  go  on 
to  college  after  completing  high 
school. 


D .  Employment  --  Employed  Porsons 


1 .  Number  Employed  in  Lox-j- Paying 

Occupat i  ons : 


Despite  the  large  number  of 
persons  employed  in  low-paying 
occupations  (their  number 
represents  l\l\..ll/o   of  the  South 
Boston  labor  force),  "underem- 
ployment" was  not  noted  in  last 
year's  proposal  or  by  this  year 


6,968  in  Occupations 

Paying  Less  than  

ipli-,500  Annually 


area  coordinator  as 
South  Boston. 


a  problem  in 


Employment  --  Unemployed  Persons : 

1 .  Number  of  Unemployed  Youths: 

Last  year's  proposal  stated 
that  South  Boston  youths  tend 
to  leave  school  in  order  to  find 
employment.   No  figure  was  given 
as  to  how  many  youths  wore  un- 
successful in  finding  jobs. 


No  Estimate  Available 
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2 .  Number  of  Unemployed  Adults: 

Of  a  total  of  I63 057  persons 
in  South  Boston's  labor  force 
in  I960,  6.1$  of  1029  persons 
were  unemployed.   Last  year's 
proposal  indicates  however  that 
unemployment  is  ''relatively  low" 


Area  coordinator  docs  not  include 
employment  in  inventory  of  South 
Boston  residents'  needs. 

E o  Economic  Development : 

1.  Number!  of   Low-Income  Families  with 


No  Estimate  Available 


Children; 


1,385 


(196]+  Estimate) 


p-  Health  --  Children: 

1  °  jfa-to  of  Infant  Mortality; 

2 .  Number  :>f  _Childron  with  Specific 
Health  Deficiencies: 


32  per  13000 

All  Low-Income 

Children  Assumed 

To  Have  Some 

Health 

Deficiencies 

Dental  care  was  mentioned 
in  particular  in  last  year's 
proposal  as  a  significant  need 
among  South  Boston  children. 
Citing  dental  deficiencies  dis- 
covered in  children  enrolled 
in  the  preceding  summer's  Head 
Start  Program,  the  proposal 
stated:   :'Thc  South  Boston 
Action  Council  believes  that 
one  of  the  greatest  noods  of 
the  people  of  South  Boston  is 
for  dental  services,*'  primarily 
for  children  but  also  for  adults 
and  elderly. 


PAGE  -10- 

iNoighborhood  Profile; 
South  Boston 


Health  --  Adults 


1.  Tuberculosis  Rate :  98.2  per  1,000 

2 „  Incidence  of  Alcoholism :  Ho  Estimate  Available 

Neighborhood  coordinator  indi- 
cates that  this  is  a  problem 
which  should  be  investigated. 
Ho  states  that  there  arc  many 
sinple  male  alcoholics  in  South 
Boston  who  have  migrated  from 
Back  Bay  and  that  many  bars  are 
found  in  the  neighborhood. 

3 •  Drug  Addiction :  Wo_  Estimate  Available 

G .  Social  Services  --  Ju vonilos : 

1.  Rate  of  Delinquency:  2.%   Youths  per  1,000 

Aged  7-17  Years 

No ighborhood  coordinator 
states  that  there  are  "heavy 
concentrations  of  youth  gangs" 
in  the  housing  developments  and 
that  delinquency  is  a  serious  prab- 
lem  in  South  Boston.   He  feels  that 
programs  for  teen-agers  should  be 
initiated  and  expanded.   He  notes 
that  "the  greatest  unmet  need  in 
South  Boston  remains  within  the 
teen  and  sub-toon  activities." 


1,821  in  1961i 


Social  Service 

--  Families: 

1.  Ilumbcr  of 

Families  on  AFDG: 

2.  ilumbcr  of 

One -Parent  Households 

No  Estimate  Available 


Area  coordinator  pinpoints  large 
low-income  families  with  their 
multiple  social  and  economic  prob- 
lems as  the  group  in  South  Boston 
most  in  need  of  help.   In  I960, 
there  wore  I7I4.I  households  in  the 


< 
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Neighborhood  Profile : 


neighborhood  consisting  of  6  persons 
-.;r  more.   The  greater  part  of  these 
households  may  be  assumed  to  be  low- 
income. 
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III.  LISTING  AND  RANKING  OP  TARGET  GROUPS  AND  NEEDS 


A .    Target  Groups : 


Area  coordinator  provided  the  following 
rank  order  of  target  groups  in  terns  of 
the  urgency  of  their  needs; 

1.  Large  Families 

2.  Elderly 

3 .  Adults  iiJho  Have  Not  Finished  High  School 
k- •  Juvenile  Delinquents 

5 •    Pro -School  Children 

On  the  basis  of  the  1£65:''  proposal  and  indications 
in  area  coordinator's  report,  those  groups  may  be  said  to 
have  the  following  needs: 

1.  Largo  Families  --  Preserve  family  integrity; 
achieve  more  efficient  use  of  families '  finan- 
cial and  skill  resources;  stimulate  economic 
escalation  through  job  training,  employment, 
adult  literacy  education;  promote  community 
organization. 

2.  Elderly  --  Provide  more  meaningful  social  ex- 
istence through  organized  activities;  provide 
more  accessible  health  care. 

3.  Adults  Who  Have  Not  Finished  High  School  -- 
No  specific  programs  advocated,   Stratogy  is 
apparently  to  help  these  persons  through  fam- 
ily-oriented programs,  in  particular  through 
continuous  education-cultural  center. 

]+.    Juvenile  Delinquents  --  Presumably  meant  by 

area  coordinator  to  be  helped  through  general 
youth  programs,  specifically  the  creation  of 
a  Youth  Council  and  Comprehensive  Youth  Program 
for  recreational  activities. 
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5°    Pro-School  Children  --  Need  for  day-care 

facilities  seen  as'  urgent  by  area  coordinator, 
both  to  help  cnrolloos  and  to  free  mothers. 
Area  coordinator  states;   "The  lack  of  these 
facilities  has  become  more  pronounced  since  the 
inception  of  Anti-Poverty  Programs  within  the 
community.   Of  those  indigenous  mothers  em- 
ployed in  the  APAC  programs,  and  many  who  have 
participated  in  the  programs,  day-care  place- 
ment for  pro-school  children  has  been  a  most 
profound  problem. " 


B.    Needs: 


Specific  needs  for  which  area 
coordinator  proposes  programs 
arc  the  following  (not  ranked): 

!•  Day  Care  Centers 

2 .  Housing  Development  Youth  Programs 

3  -  Comprehensive  Health  Centers 

h '  Senior  Citizens  Centers 

5 .  Continuous  Education-Cultural  Center 

In  addition,  area  coordinator  lists  following 
as  nocded  in  South  Boston: 

1.    Coordination  of  Youth  Agencies  and  Others  Sponsoring 
Youth  Programs 

a)    Youth  Council 

b  )    Youth  Advisory  Board 

c )    Business  community  support 

2 •    Coordination  of  all  Organizations  and  Agencies  Serving 
South  Boston 

a)  Senior  Citizens  Committee 

b )  Senior  Citizens  Advisory  Committee 
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3 •    Program  Coordination  in  Public  Housing  Development 

a )  x&iploymcnt  of  -program  coordinator 

b )  Construction  of  tot  lots 

c )  Creation  of  drop -in  centers  for  senior  citizens 
d- )   strengthening  and  expansion  of  YV/CA  toon  program 

e )  Development  of  youth  programs  for  pre-teens 

f)  Investigation  of  existing  cultural,  educational, 
honemaking  programs  for  mother  s 

S )    Recruitment  of  mothers  for  programs 

h )    Provision  of  baby-sitting  and  day  care  programs 
to  enable  mothers  to  participate 

i)    Creation  of  tenant  action  council 
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I V .   INVENTORY  OP  1966  PROGRAMS  -  PROGRAM  COMPONENTS  BY  FUNCTIONAL 

CATEGORIES: 

A.    C  OMMUNI TY  ORG  AMI  Z  ATI  Oil ; 

1.  South  Boston  APAC  £c  1  NAC 
(a)  Brief  Description: 


( b  )  Sponsoring  Agency : 

( c )  Funding  Agency: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

(e)  Number  of  Persons  Served: 

( f )  ilumber  of  Persons  Eligible 


ABCD 


0E0 


$63,908 


JUJOQ 


lj.2,600 


B .        CHILD  DEVELOPMENT : 

1 o    Lab euro   Center  Nursery   School 

(a)  Brief   Description: 

Nursery  school  geared  to 
low-income  population. 

( b )  Sponsoring  Agency: 

( c)  Funding  Agency: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

( c )    Number   of  Pe rsons    Sorvod : 
( f )    Ilumber   of   Persons   Eligible 


Archdiocese  of 

Boston 

Archdiocese  of 

Boston 

93 

3,300  Estimate 

' 
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2  •  VJoo  Folks  Nursery 

(a)  Brief  Description; 

Nursery  School  providing 
services  to  mothers  working 
full-time.   Limited;  pro- 
visions for  accepting  child- 
ren on  part-time  or  temporary 
basis.   Charges  $1$   per  week. 

(b)  Sponsoring  Agency; 

(c)  Funding  Agency: 

(<-"i)  Total  1966  Funding: 

( o )  Number  of  Persons  Served ; 

(f)  Number  of  Persons  EligibJLc: 


Priv 

atcly 

Owned 

Self 

-Supporting 

Not 

Available 

25 

3,800  Estimate 


C.    EDUCATION: 


No  Programs 


D„    EMPLOYMENT: 

1 .  Neighborhood  Employment  Center 

(a)  Brief  Description: 

Part  of  Manpower.   Not  yet 
in  operation  "in  1966." 

( b )  Sponsoring  Agency : 

( c )  Funding  Agency: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

(°)  Number  of  Persons  Served: 
(f)  Nurabor  of  Persons  Eligible: 


A3CD  (Manpower) 
0E0  __ 


22 , 750 
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ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 

1 .  Consumor  Action  Program 
(a)  Brief  Description: 


This  program  has  2  main  components 
at  present,  a  credit  union  and  egg- 
buying  clubs.   The  credit  union  is 
newly  organized.   A  program  of  con- 
sumer credit  education  is  being 
developed. 


(b)  Sponsoring  Agency; 

( c )  Funding  Agency: 

(c1-)  Total  1966  Funding 

(c)  Number  of  Persons  Served: 


ABCD 


(f)  Number  of  Persons  Eligible 


0E0 

v7?000 

About   100  mci 

libers   of 

credit 

union,    about 

500  families 

in  egg- 

buying 

clubs 

30,000 

F.    HEALTH: 


1.  Health  Unit 

( a )  Brief  Description : 

Includes  dental  and  Well  Baby 
clinics. 

( b )  Sponsoring  Agency : 

( c )  Funding  Agency; 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 


( o )  Number  of  Persons  Served : 
( f )  Number  of  Persons  Eligible : 


B 

Dston 

Health 

Dcpt. 

B< 

Dston 

Health 

Dcpt . 

7 

55oo 

( 
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2 .  Labouro  Center  Visiting  Hurse  Service- 

( a )  Brief  Description : 

Provides  services  identical 
to  those  of  Boston  Visiting 
Ilurso  Association  for  South 
Boston  residents  exclusively. 
Home  care  and  health  teach- 
ing. 

( b  )  Spons oring.  Agency : 

(°)  Fund ing  Ag gncj: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

(c)  ilumbcr  of  Persons  Served: 


Archdiocese  of  Boston 
Archdiocese  of  Boston 

About  25 0  c asos 


(f)  ifumbcr  of  Persons  Eligible: 

3 ■  kak euro  Center  Ilcntal  Health  Service 

(a)  Brief  Description: 

1  psychiatric  social  worker 
provides  limited  service. 


annually  with  approx- 
imately 3,000  homo 
visits 

10,000  Families  


( b  )  Sponsor ing  Ag o nc y : 

(  c )  Fundi ng  Ag, c  nc y : 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

( e )  Total  Hurabor  of  Persons  Served:  Hot  Available 

(f)  ITurabor  of  Persons  Eligible:     Ij.2;600 


Archdiocese  of  Boston 
Archdiocese  of  Boston 
Hot  Available  


« 
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G.    SOCIAL  SERVICES; 


1 „  neighborhood  House 

( a )  Brief  Description; 

Provides  recreational,  educa- 
tional, civil  and  social  pro- 
grains  for  all  ages  for  boys 
-.jcd  6-13. 

( b )  Sponsoring  Agency i 
(  c  )  Funding  Agency: 


U.  P. 

U.  P„  and  other 

private  sources 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding;  -Ag,9lj.6 


(  e  )  Total  iiumb er  of  Persons  .Served :  l?r50 3  _ 


(f)  ilui-.iber  of  Persons  Eligible;     14,2;  600 

2 .  Labouro  Center  Social  Service_  Department 

( a )  Brief  Description ; 

Provide  social  services  prim- 
arily to  mothers  whoso  child- 
ren arc  enrolled  in  Laboure 
Center  Hursory  School.   Also 
does  some  case  work. 

( b )  Sponsoring  Agency:  Archdiocese  of  Boston 

(c)  Funding  Agency;  Archdiocese  of  Boston 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding;  Hot  Available 

( o )  Total  Ilumbcr  of  Persons  Served: 

( f )  Total  ilunbor  of  Persons  Eligible  : 


c 
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3-  Services  for  Elderly 

( a )  Brief  Description: 

Commonwealth  Service  Corps 
and  NYC  run  errands  and 
perform  other  services  for 
elderly  persons. 

(b)  Sponsoring;  Agencies: 


( c )  Funding  Agency : 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

( c )  Uumber  of  Persons  Served: 
(f)  Number  of  Persons  Eligible: 


Commonwealth 

Service 

Corps , 

NYC, 

ABCD 

0E0 

$7,000 

7,900 

H.    LEGAL  AID: 


1.  Legal  Aid 

( a)  Brief  Description: 

One  lawyer  working  full  time 
on  primarily  South  Boston 
cases o   Host  of  these  in- 
volve domestic  problems, 
landlord- tenant  relation, 
credit  and  finance  difficul- 
ties . 

(b)  Sponsoring  Agency: 

( c )  Funding  Agency: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding; 

( c )  Number  of  Persons  Scrvod: 

( f )  Number  of  Persons  Eligible : 


ABCD 

Ford  1 

foundation 

Not  Available 

1,119 

cases  in 

1966; 

about 

90%  from 

S. 

B. 

< 
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RECREATION: 


1.  Boys '  Club 


( a)  Briof  Description; 

Provides  both  recreational 
and  educational  programs; 
leadership  training;  medical 
and  dental  services. 

(b)  Sponsoring  Agency: 


(c)  Funding  Ap-oncy: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

(o)  Number  of  Persons  Sorvod: 
(f )  Number  of  Persons  Eligible: 


Boys'  Clubs  of  Boston, 
Inc. 

United  Fund 


2.  Girls'  Club 

(a)  Brief  Description: 

Provides  physical,  social^;, 
educational  and  hoalth  pro- 
grams for  girls  aged  7-16. 

( b )  Sponsoring  Agency : 

(c)  Fund ing  Age ncy : 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

( o )  Number  of  Persons  Served: 
(f )  Number  of  Persons  Eligible: 


Girls'  Club  of  Boston, 
Inc . 

United  Fund 
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3.    YV/CA  Toon  Program 

(a)  Briof  Description; 

An  after-school  program  for 
junior-high  school  girls. 
Educational,  recreational 
and  cultural  activities  arc 
supervised  by  a  YUCA  worker 
at  the  Drop-In  Contor. 

(b)  Sponsoring  Agency; 

( c )  Funding  A^oncy: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding; 

( c )  Number  of  Persons  Served: 

( f )  Number  of  Persons  Eligible: 

k>    Drop-In  Centers  for  Elderly  at 
Housing  Projects 

(a)  Briof  Description: 

Informal  recreation  centers. 

(b)  Sponsoring  Agency: 

(c)  Funding  Agency: 

(d)  Total  1966  Funding: 

(c )    Total  Number   of   Persons    Served 
(f)   Ilumbor   of   Persons   Eligible: 


YV/CA 


YI-1CA 


$1,000    (part-time 
worker!  


Boston 

Hou 

smg 

Author  ity_j_ 

United 

Fund 

Boston 

Hou 

sing 

Authority, 

Unitod 

Fund 

Not  Available 
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INVENTORY  OF  PRESENT  PROGRAMS 
FUNCTI OMAL  SYSTEMS : 

A .    C  OHKIUI TY  ORG AIII ZATI ON  - 

1.  Total  Number  of  Pro^rans :  2  (Both  ABCD) 

2.  Total  Funding;  

3 .  Total  Number  of  Persons  Served:  


B.    CHILD  DEVELOPMENT: 


1 .  Total  Number  of  Programs        2  (Both  non-ABCD) 

2.  Total  Funding.:  


3„        Total   ITumber   of    Persons    Sorvod:  118 

C,  EDUCATION:  'rio   programs 

D.  EMPLOYMENT: 

1.  Total  ITumber  of  Pronrams :  1  (ABCD) 

2.  Total  Funding:  


3.    Total  Nurabor  of  Persons  Served:  None  so  far 

E.    EC  ONOMI C  DEVELO PMEHT : 

1.    Total  Ilumbor  of  Pronrams:       1  (ABCD) 


2 .    Total  Fund inn:  $7,000 


3.  Total  Number  of  Persons  Served:  600 

F.    HEALTH: 

1.  Total  Number  of  Programs:  3  (Non-ABCD) 

2.  Total  Funding:  

3 .  Total  Number  of  Persons  Sorvod :  ___^_ 
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G.    SOCIAL  SERVICES: 


1.  Total  Number  of  Programs;       k   (2  non-ABCD,  2  0E0) 

2.  Total  Fund inn:  

3.  Total  Number  of  Persons  Served:  


?AQE   -2J_- 
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VI.   EVALUATION  OP  PRESENT  PROGRAMS  FUNDED  3Y  0E0; 


A.    SOUTH  BOSTON  APAG  &  NAG; 

1.  Administrative  Efficiency; 

Area  Coordinator  states  that  administrative 
efficiency  "has  boon  Greatly  improved."  However, 
ho  fools  that  "a  need  still  exists  for  a  better 
communication  system,  whereby  a  chain  type  system 
would  alleviate  the  complications  that  now  exist." 


2.  Direct  Effect  on   Persons  Served; 

Area  Coordinator  reports;   "The  program  is  definitely 
having  a  direct  effect  on  the  community.   The  Center 
is  now  a  focal  point  through  which  many  of  the  low- 
income  people's  problems  are  being  cared  for.   Many 
of  the  programs  roach  out  to  the  people  through  the 
neighborhood  aide.   The  accomplishments  concerning 
this  may  well  be  scon  in  the  South  Boston  progress 
reports , " 

3.  "Multiplier  Effocts"; 

Area  Coordinator  states  that  "many  of  the  community's 
resources  have  been  involved  with  the  South  Boston 
Action  Council  programs,  some  through  donations,  and 
others  through  volunteer  services." 


B.    NEIGHBORHOOD  IMPROVEMENT  PROGRAM: 


1.  Administrative  Efficiency; 


Area  Coordinator  calls  this  "excellent".   Ho  feels, 
however,  that  the  original  proposal  for  the  program 
was  "Utopian",  calling  for  investigation  of  such 
possibilities  as  the  conversion  of  public  housing 
to  private  ownership  and  the  creation  of  condominiums. 
Ho  feels  a  Neighborhood  Improvement  Dopartmont  should 
bo  created  x-/ithin  ABCD  to  provide  technical  assistance 
to  persons  in  tho  field. 
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2 ,  Direct  Effect  on  Persons  Served: 

Aroa  Coordinator  notes  that  this  program  has  not 
shown  "dramatic  returns1',  but  that  these  should  not 
be  expected  at  this  date  since  the  program  is  long- 
range  in  its  implications.   Until  the  present,  a 
number  of  specific  results  have  occurred  in  connection 
with  this  programs  such  as  the  cleaning  of  $2   vacant 
lots.   According  to  aroa  coordinator,  the  essence  of 
the  accomplishments  of  th>  program  are  "multiplier 
effects",  as  notod  below. 

3.  "Multiplier  Effects"; 

Area  Coordinator  states  that  the  Neighborhood  Improve- 
ment Advisor  "has  provided  something  no  other  organ- 
ization could  provide  —  a  coordinating  service  for 
all  the  various  civic  associations  in  South  Boston 
which  arc  interested  in  neighborhood  improvement". 
These  organizations  include: 

South  Boston  Citizens  Association 
South  Boston  Residents  Group 
South  Boston  neighborhood  Council 
South  Boston  Businessmen's  Association 
Various  Veteran's  Organizations 

In  addition,  the  neighborhood  Aide  has  effectively 
served  as  a  liaison  between  tenants  and  management  of 
South  Boston  public  housing.   He  has  boon  responsible, 
morcovcr;  for  the  appointment  cf  a  liaison  officer  from 
the  Mayor's  Office  of  neighborhood  Improvement.   This 
liaison  is  assigned  to  South  Boston  two  days  per  week. 

C.    NEIGHBORHOOD  EMPLOYMENT  CENTER: 


Not  yet  in  operation  "in  1966." 
D.    CONSUMER  ACTION  PROGRAM: 


1.  Administrative  Efficiency: 

Area  Coordinator  calls  this  "excellent". 

2.  Direct  Effoct  on  Persons  Served: 

The  credit  union  has  not  yet  begun  operations  so  that 
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direct  effects  cannot  yet  be  guaged.   Area  Co- 
ordinator notes  that  its  100  family  membership 
has  been  achieved  solely  through  word  of  mouth, 
indicating  community  interest  in  the  organization 
even  without  promotion.   With  reference  to  egg- 
buying  clubs,  area  coordinator  notes:   "The  one 
significant  point  is  that  tho  clubs  are  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  low- income  population,  who  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  reduced  costs." 

3.  "Multiplier  affects": 

Aroa  Coordinator  feels  consumer  action  program  has 
boon  very  successful  in  this  regard.   Ho  notes  that 
tho  ogg-buying  clubs  in  particular  have  "allowed  for 
tho  creation  of  groups  which  can  kcop  going  on  their 
own",  that  thoy  havo  "made  families  awaro  of  tho 
economic  process",  and  that  thoy  havo  "stimulated  the 
intorosts  of  tho  low- income  population  in  overall 
programs. " 


E.    NYC,  COMMONWEALTH  SERVICE  CORPS: 
1.  Sorvicos  for  Eldorly: 

Aroa  Coordinator  has  not  ovaluatod  present  sorvicos, 
See  section  entitled  "Recommendations"  for  comments 
on  noods,  proposed  solutions. 


P.    LEGAL  AID: 

This  program  is  not  fundod  by  0E0,  but  it  is  sponsored 
by  ABCD.   Aroa  Coordinator  notes,  with  reforonco  to 
tho  scrvico,  only  that  many  referrals  to  it  havo  boon 
mado  by  tho  NAC  and  that  it  satisfactorily  sorvos  tho 
noods  of  tho  Contor.   Tho  suporvisor  for  tho  neigh- 
borhood Legal  Aid  Sociotics,  Mr.  Gonnclla,  fools,  how- 
ovor,  that  the  South  Boston  Society  is  understaffed 
and  that  another  lawyor  should  be  omploycd  full  time. 
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VII.  EVALUATION  OF  TOTAL  PROGRAM  SYSTEM: 


A,    EFFECTIVE  LINKAGE  BETWEEN  PROGRAMS: 

Aroa  Coordinator  states:   'Thcro  is  a  definite  linkage 
botwoon  programs  operating  in  tho  community.   Many  re- 
ferrals have  been  mado  by  existing  agencies,  and  also 
are  rocoiving  referrals  from  all  agencios.   e.g. 

1.  Legal  sorvicos  have  been  presented  problems 
that  wore  uncovered,  and  effectively  disposod 
of  them;  on  the  other  hand,  cases  have  boon 
referred  to  Center  Staff  for  help. 

2.  Tho  Neighborhood  Houso  has  cooporatod  with  many 
programs  in  tho  past  and  now  are  undertaking  a  ■ 
year  round  Head  Start  program.   They  have  made 
several  roforrals  for  disposition. 

3.  The  Labouro  Contor  has  cooperated  with  the  Center 
staff  on  programs.   Tho  Labouro  now  is  oporating 
tho  dental  program  and  working  closely  on   many 
problems  within  the  community  with  tho  Director 
of  the  Action  Center. 

Those  are  somo  oxamplcs,  and  similar  comments  could  bo 
made  of  all  tho  programs.   Contacts  have  been  mado  with 
all  oxisting  programs  to  coordinate  with  them  on  our 
aims  and  goals.   All  agencies  are  sent  litoraturc  re- 
lating our  programs  to  theirs. 

It  should  bo  said  that  all  programs  in  the  community 
have  been  and  will  bo  contactod  and  oncouragod  to  con- 
duct programs  that  will  bo  eligible  for  funds  from  ABCD. 
They  have  indicatod  thoir  dosiro  to  help,  and  will  pro- 
vide whatever  assist anco  that  is  necessary. 

All  our  own  programs  aro  closoly  interrelated.   All  havo 
done  work  in  all  aroas.   Staff  members  havo  shown  versatil- 
ity and  desire  to  work  on  anything  that  is  roquirod  of 
thorn.  ' 


B.    PROGRAM  SYSTEM  EMPHASIS: 

Area  Coordinator  did  not  specifically  troat  this  quostion. 
See  soction  VIII  for  recommendations  on  ABCD  program  ad- 
ditions and  modifications. 
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VIII.   RECOMMENDATIONS: 


Area  Coordinator  mado  tho  following  ro commendations  on 
individual  programs: 

A.    SOUTH  BOSTON  NAC:   "Modifications  noodod  in  this  program 

involve  the  hiring  of  now  staff. 

1.  A  supervisor  or  neighborhood  aides  to  direct  aides 
and  provide  them  with  referral  services. 

2.  An  administrative  assistant  to  staff  director  to 
relievo  him  of  some  duties  so  that  ho  may  perform 
others  more  effectively. 

3.  A  bookkeeper  to  tako  caro  of  budgeting  and  accounting 
once  the  Council  becomos  contracted." 


B.    DAY  CARE  CENTERS: 

"What  is  needed  is  a  comprohonsivo  Day  Caro  Program,  with 
facilities  in  each  of  the  housing  developments  within  tho 
poverty  target  area  traingle,  and  an  additional  complox 
for  tho  low- income  familios  outsido  that  triangle" 

"At  this  time  it  is  not  feasible  for  tho  APAC  to  contem- 
plate immediate  satisfaction  for  this  comprehensive  plan. 
However,  tho  ostablishmont  of  an  additional  Day  Caro 
Center  is  an  absolute  nocossity.   The  plan  provides  for 
tho  creation  of  five  Head  Start  Classes,  oach  housing 
f if toon  students.   Tho  five  classes  would  bo  housed  within 
ono  facility,  known  as  tho  South  Boston  Neighborhood  House. 
Most  of  the  facility  is  loss  than  a  yoar  old,  and  was 
built  according  to  tho  latest  specification  for  Day  Care 
Liconsing. " 

"Ror-ruitmcnt  of  seventy-five  childron  should  not  poso  a 
problem.   &«.r»ins  tho  1966  Summor  Head  Start  program,  120 
children  wore  rou^itod  within  a  short  time,  and  since  20$ 
of  South  Boston's  population  rosido  in  public  housing, 
hundreds  of  childron  aro  eiiGi.blo. 
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"Until  such  a  time  that  a  comprenonsivo  day  care  program 
can  be  established,  transportation  of  eligible  children 
from  the  poverty  triangle  to  the  existing  day  care  facility 
will  bo  necessary.   The  South  Boston  Neighborhood  House 
is  approximately  1/3  of  a  milo  from  the  target  area;  thus 
a  Head  Start  program  within  that  facility  would  necessitate 
transporting  the  majority  of  students  from  the  target  aroa„ 

"The  proposed  Head  Start  program  at  the  South  Boston 
Neighborhood  House  would  provide  for  five  classes,  of 
fifteen  students  in  each  from  9; 00  A.M.  to  2; 00  P.M.  for 
fivo  days  weekly. 

"The  staff  complimont  of  twenty  would  consist  of  the 
following: 

1  Head  Start  Director 

5  Head  Teachers 

5  Teacher  Aides 

5  Neighborhood  Aides 

1  Social  Work  Supervisor 

1  Custodian 

1  Dietician's  Aide" 


C.    COMPREHENSIVE  YOUTH  PROGRAM: 

"Though  there  are  somo  agencies,  namely  Y.A.C.  and  Y.W.C.A. 
teen  groups,  who  have  boon  working  in  tho  West  Broadway 
Development,  there  remains  a  great  need  of  expanding  youth 
programs.   There  should  be  a  Y.M.C.A.  toon  activities 
program.   Organizing  activities  that  could  entice  the 
youth  into  moaningful  participation  would  alleviate  many 
of  the  current  youth  problems. 

"The  South  Boston  Action  Council  has  indicated  many  times 
on  how  Youth  Drop-in  Centers  would  take  tho  youth  into 
supervised  contors  to  liston  to  records,  talk,  road,  and 
bo  made  awaro  of  activities  that  arc  being  pi anno d  for 
them  in  the  community. 

"A  youth  program  in  each  of  the  three  developments  in 
South  Boston  could  start  competitive  programs  that  would 
present  a  challengo  to  botn  hoys  and  girls  to  bring  an 
award  to  thoir  area.   Whatovor  the  program  is,  the  greatest 
unmet  ncod  in  South  Boston  remains  -».*  thin  the  Toon  and 
Sub-Toon  activities." 


AasrN 
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D.  COMPREHENSIVE  HEALTH  CENTER; 

"Many  Senior  Citizens  have  indicated  their  strong  need 
for  a  Comprehensive  Hoalth  Contor.   The  Senior  Cibizons 
that  are  in  nood  of  care  have  to  go  outside  of  the  Com- 
munity to  acquire  it.   It  certainly  would  be  to  tho 
advantage  of  tho  Senior  sot  if  Community  Action  ProffjramJ 
would  be  devised  to  house  a  Comprehensive  Hoalth^GTsntTCrr, 
In  South  Boston  tho  George  Robert  Whito  Pun dx Building, 
(Hoalth  Unit)  doos  not  hue  any  programs  for  tho  aged. 
This  facility,  however,  has  many  po&sibilitios .   It  is 
also  feasible  to  place  within  such  a  building  a  Co-op 
Pharmacy,  so  that  tho  peoplo  that  cannot  afford  tov  buy 
pills,  modicines,  and  basic  medical  noods,  could  purchaso 
them  at  a  lower  cost." 

E.  I   SENIOR  CITIZENS  CENTERS: 
/  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

"Senior  Citizens  have  indicated  tho  need  for  centers, 
with  organized  activities  provided  by  a  porson  qualified 
to  teach  arts,  crafts,  and  homemaking. 

"Only  a  small  majority  of  South  Boston's  Senior  Citizons 
belong  to  any  of  tho  organizations  that  aro  now  serving 
tho  aged. 

/ 

"A  nood  to  coordinate  the  efforts  of  all  tho  organizatio' 
j  is  nov;  underway  with  tho  formation  of  a  Senior  Citizens 

Committee.   All  organizations  were  askod  to  send  a  rep- 
resentative to  a  meeting  and  it  mot  with  great  response 
Meetings  aro  held  monthly  and  many  good  suggestions  are 
being  raisod.   Tho  Senior  Citizens  at  those  meotings  havo 
strongly  voiced  their  opinions  on  why  such  centers  would 
benefit  tho  senior  set.   Their  concern  was  of  the  peoplo 
who,  aftor  retirement,  are  completely  alone  with  nowhoro 
to  go,  and  with  no  ono  to  hoar  thoir  problems." 

P.    CONTINUOUS  EDUCATION- -CULTURAL  CENTER: 

"A  Continuous  Education-Cultural  Center  would  be  dosignod 
to  ovcrcomo  the  educaticA-io/i  iac^s  0f  South  Boston's  pre- 
dominantly working  class  popu^,+.n-nj   A  program  proposal 
is  now  in  tho  hands  of  tho  Educate.  Committee   It  is 
hoped  this  proposal  will  recoivo  tho  au..,Hon  it  morits." 
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